
¶ Praise! Womenôs dorm at NEICU 
build by our 2018-2019 Special Pro-
ject named Wallick-Peterson House 
to honor Sue Wallick and Ruth Pe-
terson 

¶ GRR ABWM needs a secretary and a 
Special Project Associate ï sugges-
tions please! 

¶ We would like to include in Ripples 
FEATURE ARTICLES of women 
who have been leaders and mentors 
in ABWM. These can be active, 
alumnae, or those enjoying heaven. 
This will be an ongoing section. 
Send to Sandi rog-
er.sandi.mckee@att.net or Sharon 
sharonfarral5@aol.com . When you 
know of the passing of an active 
ABWM sister, please let us know. 

¶ New CEO at Peoria Friendship 
House is Marcellus Sommers 

¶ Special Project 2019-2020 National 
Support, will be collected until Au-
gust 1, 2020. Please send donations 
to your area ABWM treasurer. 

 

These are difficult times like none of 
us have seen before. Very few of us 
remember the stock market crash of 
1929 - 1930 but may remember hear-
ing our parents talk about it. Some of 
us  are inconvenienced by COVID 19. 
Yet, we know many are suffering: 
illness, death, job loss, inability to pay 
bills, food shortage. Solomon says we 
canôt see óthe whole scope of Godôs 
work from beginning to end.ô Our role 
is to wait patiently, trusting our God 
who sees all of history. Sisters, more 
than ever, we need to be praying for 
those who are suffering and those who 
are on the front lines fighting this 
óenemy.ô  I urge you to increase your 
prayer list and your time spent in pray-
er during these days. Two verses for 
meditation: ñLet us come boldly to the 
throne of our gracious God. There we 
will receive His mercy, and we will 
find grace to help us when we need it 
most,ò Hebrews 4:16. ñIn my distress 
I cried out to the LORD: yes, I prayed 
to my God for help. He heard me from 
his sanctuary; my cry to Him reached 
His ears.ò Psalm 18:6.  
 
We have a long list of things for you to 
know and consider as we look forward 
to another summer and fall and oppor-
tunities to serve others that God may 
be glorified. 
¶ We have cancelled our GRR 
ABWM annual conference for this 
year. We do have the same week-
end, same place ï Alton, IL, for 
2021. The national ABWM confer-
ence at Green Lake is also can-
celled. 

Sharon Farral, President 
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Itôs been hard for our 
missionaries to travel 
around within their 
areas of ministry. 
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CHANGES ï We certainly have seen a lot of changes this spring with the Coronavirus in our life 
these days.  Itôs been hard for our missionaries to travel around within their areas of ministry. 
Even traveling within the United States to visit churches to build their support has been almost 
impossible, between not being able to travel and not being able to enter churches that are closed. 
Please pray for those 

missionaries who are home who cannot fulfill their needs.  Better yet go into their page in the 
International Ministries website and offer some financial support. Help them build to their 100% 
requirement. www.internationalministries.org 

 

Speaking of changes, the Peoria Friendship House has a new director. His name is Marcellus 
Sommers and he has taken the place of Robert Montgomery who has gone to Chicago to fulfill 
another position. 

 

Another change is for our newest Great Rivers Region Special Interest Missionary, Peter and 
Sarah McCurdy, Area V.  They have been in Costa Rica but as of this spring will be going to 
Mexico City to work with the Baptist Theological Seminary. Peter will focus on theological edu-
cation, spiritual direction and spiritual formation. Sarah, a former French teacher, will be working 
as an educator and spiritual director. 

Pray for them as they arrive in Mexico City.  

 

Pat Reed, Coordinator of Missions & Service  

¶ Need at Project? Make masks to 
give away locally. Use the White 
Cross pattern for Congo or find are 
simple patterns online. 

¶ Check out our national website ab-
womensministries.org for program 
ideas, webinars, coming events. In-
formation for GRR ABWM is at 
https://www.grr-abwm.org  

¶ You may send your ñMarks of an 
Active ABWMò until August 1, 
2020. 

 
Blessings, 
Sharon Farral, GRR ABWM president 
sharonfarral5@aol.com  

President, cont. 
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Last week as the GRR ABW Board met for our spring meeting, it was differ-
ent!  No hugs, no snacks to share, no late night domino games, no walks around 
the grounds of Lake Springfield Baptist Camp to take in Godôs world, instead 
we looked and listened to each other through little screens on the big ZOOM 
screen.   While we were fortunate to be able to meet this way and complete our 
business (which needed to be done) it was so different.  It is sometimes scary 
and overwhelming to think of our future and how different it will be.   Will we 
get those much needed and loved hugs?  Will we worship together as church 
families?  How long will it be till these things happen and how different will 
things be? 

 

As this time of self-isolation, stay ay home, and mask wearing times began, a 
dear friend and sister in Christ shared the following prayer and scriptures with 
me.  It was on a post card she had stuck in her Bible and it happened to fall out 
at that opportune GOD MOMENT.  She shared that her such comfort that she 
wanted to share ii with me.  I have since shared it with many.  I hope it will 
bring you the same peace and hope that I have received from reading it and 
praying the scriptures and highlighting them in my Bible.  May Godôs peace be 
with you and your loved ones during these new times we are living.   

 

  ! tǊŀȅŜǊ ŦƻǊ ¢ǊǳǎǝƴƎ DƻŘ ƛƴ IŀǊŘ ¢ƛƳŜǎ 

Lord, I believe that you are all-powerful and that nothing is greater than You 
are. I kneel before you all too aware that I am unable to defeat my enemies on 
my own.  A spirit of fear has grasped my heart and mind and I find myself un-
able to shake it off.  Yet, I know You can do the impossible.  You can defeat the 
giant that stands before me.  Help me to see You in this battle.  Give me the 
strength to stand tall in the face of difficulty and discouragement.  Teach me to 
see through Your eyes and know that you are in complete control.  Hold my 
hand and keep me steady as we face together the arrows of fear and doubt.  
Show me the way to the place where I can trust You with all my heart, soul, 
mind, and strength.  I will not let fear get the better of me but trust You in all 
things.  Thank you; Lord, for Your guidance through this valley.  ñI sought the 
Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my fearsò (Psalm 34:4).  In 
Jesus name, amen. 

 

{ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ tǊŀȅ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

Joshua 1:5,9      Isaiah 49:14-16 

Proverbs 3:5-6      Romans 8:15 

Psalm 23      Hebrews 13:5-6 

Psalm 27      1 John 4:18 

Psalm 91:1-2      Philippians 4:6-7 

Psalm 121      1 Peter 5:6-7 

Lamentations 3:32     Psalm 37:3-7 

Isaiah 40:28-31      1 Corinthians 10:13 

Matthew 6:25-34     Psalm 42 

Jeremiah 17:7-8     Romans 15:13 

Blessings, 

Marcia Wimmer 

Trust & Peace 

Marcia Wimmer, Secretary 
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In Memory of  
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Sandi McKee, Associate for Communications 

"In Memory of" Submissions 
for the Ripples  

You or your group may write a par-

agraph (35 words or less) "In 

Memory of" a woman who was dear 

to you who has died since confer-

ence last year. This will be included 

in the fall issue of the Ripples. 

 Submissions can be made online or 

by mail to Sandi McKee.  Deadline 

for memorials is September 1, 

2020. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Applications for the ABW Student 
Aid/Scholarship fund can be found at 
http://www.grrabwministries.org/docs/
sallie_peck_scholarship_student_aid_7
-16-18.pdf 
This Scholarship is available to stu-
dents active in an ABC GRR 
(American Baptist Churches of the 
Great Rivers Region)  church and want 
to attend a school or seminary affiliat-
ed with ABC (American Baptist 
Churches). The deadline is May 1st 
and no application will be accepted 
after that date (to provide fair distribu-
tion of funds available). 

The amount of $ for those who want 
help next semester (fall 2019) will de-
pend on the amount of funds availa-
ble  at the time of June conference and 
how many have applied and been ac-
cepted.  This varies from year to year. 
Each recipient must be contacted or 
they must let us know if they want con-
tinued support. As long as they are still 
attending and making passing grades 
they will be granted continuing schol-
arship. They may have a scholarship 
for 4 years undergraduate and 3 years 
seminary but must request each year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2020-2021 Recipients  

 

Emma Loeppky                                                                  
Judson University 

5027 Orchard Ave.   

Rockford, IL 61108                                                         
ph.: 815.200.7212  

D.O.B.: 10/22/1998                                                      
eloeppky98@gmail.com 

 

Noah DeLong    

Judson University 

506 Ninth Avenue  

Mendota, IL. 61342 

ph.:815.538.2520   

D.O.B.: 9/23/2001   

noahdelong25@gmail.com      

 

Kaylie Malenius                                                              
Judson University 

805 Holiday Dr.                                                                   

Champaign, IL. 61821 

ph.: 217.372.1785   

D.O.B.: 5/21/2000                                                       
kaylie.malenius@gmail.com 

 

These are the lives that have been im-
pacted by your generosity.  Please con-
sider promoting the Student Aid Schol-
arship program in your area by hand-
ing applications to prospective stu-
dents, so we may support the future 
generation.  It will be greatly appreci-
ated. 

Many Blessings,  

Paula Costanza  

The deadline is May 

1st  

 Paula Costanza, Associate for Student Aid 
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Find registration 
information on the 
Events tab at 

abwomensministries.org 

Barbara McKean, Coordinator Of Church and Community 

Not in recent years has there been such a tie between the óchurchô and the ócommunityô.  Many 
churches are making their services available through on-line means such as Face Book live, pre-
recording services and emailing out links to the service through Face Book, Zoom and other 
methods.  On any given Sunday I have invitations to watch atleasat 4 or 5 different services. In 
addition, there are still radio broadcasts and TV broadcasts of services. 

What is your church doing to reach out to their members and subsequently to the community? In 
the next week, my church will be forming an óOutreach committeeô but not outreach in the tradi-
tional sense but with restrictions following the new Pandemic guidelines.  First, we will figure 
out what the guidelines mean. Second, we will brainstorm ideas that follow those guidelines. 
Third, we will create a plan by which we can once again open our church building and begin 
holding Sunday worship services, Sunday School and other in-building activities.   

How can you give a óvirtualô hug to people? Phone calls, write notes, or do drive-by parades for 
people who cannot get out of their homes? Do you make masks for medical staff as well as fami-
ly and friends?  Are you able to have a ñvirtual Sunday school classò or ñget-to-getherò? Have 
you invited members of other classes to join yours if their class had decided not to meet? Have 
you listened to the American Baptist Womenôs podcasts that have been broadcast? There is a list 
of future and previous webinars that can be found at the American Baptist Womenôs website and 
then look under Events.  Or  you can  Click here to find a registration for the ABWM 69th birth-
day celebration to be held on June 11. This be a virtual program held in Zoom. 
Please consider how you can challenge your church can reach out to the community at this criti-
cal time in our nationôs history.  Please email  me at mckean_b@msn.com and let me know the 
ideas you develop.  I would love to be able to share a list of ideas with ABWM presidents that 
they can then share with churches in their Area.  Or perhaps you would like to participate in the 
ABWM program called ñReset and Reimagineò to help shape the future.     Click here  to the 
ABWM website that contains additional details on this program 

 

Thank you 

Barbara McKean 

Or you can mail me a list of activities at 

Barbara McKean, ABWM 

%Central Baptist Church 

501 S. 4th Street 

Springfield, Il 62704 

American Baptist Womenôs Ministries turns 69 years old on June 11, 
2020! 
   

Join us for a birthday celebration on  
Thursday, June 11, 2020 
7:00 PM Eastern Time 

 
Join us as we celebrate our past, our ministry today, as we respond to COVID-19 
and sustain our ministries, as well as our hopes for the future. We celebrate the 
many ways that God is blessing ABWM to live our mission and to sustain our 
ministry focus on education and prevention of domestic violence and sex traffick-
ing, building beloved community, leadership development, and so much more. 

http://www.abwomensministries.org/eventDetails.aspx?EventId=60
mailto:mckean_b@msn.com
http://www.abwomensministries.org/page.aspx/contentId/94/Reset-and-Reimagin
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Please remind your Treasurers to send all dollars thru your Area ABWM Treas-
urer.  Some of our churches are sending dollars directly to the Region Office.  
Our region project to raise $15,000 for National Support ends at the end of July 
so please remember to send your donations in to reach your area treasurer by 
the middle of July.  Letôs all help support our national organization! 

The proposed budget for 2020-2021 has been approved by the Executive Board 
as presented at the spring board meeting.  

 

Becky Jones, Treasurer 

Proposed 2020-2021 
Budget 


